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!Jostels in t!Je Polisl! JV[ountains belonged to thc .Polish Boy Scouts 
A ssoci.atiou. T he above photograph represeuts one o f tlzem) -situated 
m·pathians) on tlte Kostrzyca mountain. J\1auy Scouts and Guides 

in-climbing in summer and ski-ing in <win/er in this picturesgue part 
' 

zwtry. T his hostel provided a very com/o1·table s !Je/ter for !hem. 
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A MESSAGE 
FRON1 THE POLISH PRil\llE M INISTER 

Mr. Arciszewski, thc Polish Prin}e Minister, has scnt recently a special 
message to Połish Scouts and Guides. M r. Arciszcwski arrived in the U .K. 
in the rniddle of last yeat' from Poland, whcrc until his dcparture he was 
playing a n outstaneling part in the Underground nwvcu1<:nt as a rncrnhrr 
o[ the Polish Governmcnt. His message runs as follows: 

'' Polish Scouting takcs a prominent place in the life of Poland. Its 
part in Poland's fight for frcedom, and the efficicnt servicesit has renclered 
in bringing up the ncw gcneration eluring Poland's independencc, arc well 
known to all. 

During this war, Polish Scouting cspecially in Underground Połand, 
faithful to its ideals and traditions continues its Service to the country­
first of all by bringing up the youth, and by fighting against the enemy. By 
its efficiency and sclf-sacrifice, it took one of thc forcrnost places in tlw 
underground rnovement. 

Połish Scouting has nowadays a n important duty to perform outsicie i ts 
own country. In all refugce settlcrnents it has to carefor the developrncnt 
of character and physical fitness of our youtb. It has to spread among 
thern thc love of the ~othcrland. 

When after this war Połand rcgains freedom, Scouting will have to foce 
g reat tasks to be clealt with, in the sphere of bringing up the new genera­
tion, and in rebuiłding thc country. The principlc of an unselfish Service 
for the Country and hcr Community shoułd be the principle of all Polish 
youth. 

The Scout movement which proclaims and puts into practice in evcry 
clay life the idea of thc world-widc scout brotherhoocl, shoulcl contribut(' 
to achieve and consoliclatc social justice, and a just, and lasting peace. 

I send my most sincere grectings to all Pol ish Boy Scouts and Girl 
Guides, at home, in thc F orces, and the refugec centrcs. wishing them a 
most fruitful service for Poland." 

Mr. GLAD BlNCHAM TO POLISH SCOUTS 
Mr. Gład T. Bincham, International Commissioncr of th<;> Iq1perial 

Boy Scouts Association has scnt the following Christmas greeting to the 
Polish Scouts : 
Dcar Brother Scouts, 

I welcome the opportunity to send to you on bchalf of all your British 
Brot.h.~r &om our :-varmest gr.eetings and .sincere wishcs that bef01·e łong 
yptf"""w1ll <}l be ba · m your natlVe land, wh1ch I know yciu love and respcct 
łikc g90'S so of and. 

A':/. Int~na ional ommissioner at the British Imperial H eadquarters. 
)t41.~ been t lcasure to work in close co-operation with your 
AQcia oa--e, P<Cish S outs and Guides Operating in Great Britain. On 

~ the Int~na ona! si c my work has been considcrabły hełped by thc 
~ai · s t · e in all International mattcrs by your I nternational 
Cofh ion · onsi r H. Kapiszewski and your Chief Commissioncr, 

. s t. . o -·· o is outs · Grcat Britain have clone m uch to strengthen the boncis 
of in matiOR brotherhood, and I am leoking forwarci to the days of 
j)ff\Ctł. IIIt Avrt cł~P to the boncis of frienclship by thc interchange o f 

...ł;&o t8 l b~ ~r Si!1~ng-up scheme which has jus t been launched. 
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You havr all sufl'erecl much through the~e terriblc ycars. but your faith 
in Scouting i~ undimmed. and with such unshakable bclicf as you hołd. 
thcn you cannot fai] to risc to that previous proud position of being one of 
the strongest 5Couting countrics in Europe. 

Blcssings on you all. 

' 

Czuwaj. 

Sinccrcly Yours, 

GLAD BINCHAM. 
International Commi~~ioner 

Imperial Boy Scout Association, 

Polish Scouts accepted the wishcs from their great friend •vith deep 
gratitude. anrl in return. most heartiły wish the British Scouts full 
prosperity and success in 1945. 

S couts and Guides in W arsaw Rising. 
When, in August łast. the R ed Army 
rrachrd the suburbs of Warsaw. and . 
Moscow radio urged the citi7.ens of the 
Polish Capital to raise arms against the 
oppressor. the insurrcction broke ou t and 
lastcd for 63 days. During the uneven 
strugglc Połish Scouts and Guides rendercel 
many valuable services. Among others thcy 
organisccl the clelivery of post and news­
papcrs, which was maintaiocel until the 
tragic end. 

On tltc 25th August a wirclcss mcssagc was reccivecl from 'Warsaw, sent 
by a Bri tish Air Force officcr, who took part in ihc fight for Warsaw. 
It reacl: 

·· Thc Boy Scouts organisation in Warsaw is doing work that is beyond 
all praisc. Many young boys havc givcn their lives in service of their 
country. ·1 he boys arc wcll disciplincd. keeping up thc international 
tradition of tltc scouts." 

Polish Scouts took part in the Storming of Monte Cassino: VVithin 
thc Polish units which captu rcel tlw famous Cassino Monastery wcrc some 
Polish R.ovcr Crews. They used to meet. whenever ofr duty, for short talks 
and other activities. They worc their ~cout badges on thcir m ilitary uni­
forms at thc moment of thc main attack on the Monastery, and with them 
rcachcd the top of Monte Cassino. 

Africa. Thc Polish Scouts from thc Belgian Congo wcre camping in 
~rptcmber łast by the Victoria Falls. One day: they paid a visit to the 
Bclgian Scouts camp, whcrc thcy nwt abo British Scouts. Thc merry 
camp-firc changcd soon into a real manifestation of British- Belgian 
-Polisl1 friendship. 

Yesterday in the German Forces- T o-day, in the Rover Crew. The 
Alli ed troops have Jiberated on thc Contincnt large numbers of Poles_who 
we1T fon·ccl hy the Germans to labour in the Todt organisation, or cven 
to servc with the German Army. Thcse Połes have takcn the fi.rst oppor­
tunity to join thc Allies, and then the Polish Forccs. In such a way new 
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Rover Crcws wcre formcel within thc Army. sets of young mcn. who only 
a few months ago rcga incd th<.:ir fret:dorn. In thc first days of December 
Jast, sorne of th em met in London, as guests of the Supreme Council of 
Polish S co u ts and Guides. . 

Polish S couts in Liberaled Fr(mce. Before the war scvcral thousand 
Polish Scouts and Guides werc rcsidents in France, mostly in industrial 
districts. wherc vcry many Polish workmen and mincrs livcd. Thc Polish 

Scouting in France not only 
survived thc occupation, 
but also took part in the 
unckrground movcment. 
T o-day when Franceis frec 
again. great cnthusiasrn for 
thc Scout movcmcnt is fclt 
amoug Polish Youth in 
F rance . Thcy join up 
troo;)s and companies in 
largc numbers. Alas! thcir 
tr<:~ining mccts with big 
d iffi cultics. N carly a li ~he 
Scoutcrs and Rovers have 
joincd thc Polish army; it 

creatcd an acute shortage of Scout kadcrs. Troops and companies com­
pktcly lack eąuipmenr, uniforms, Polish scouting books, etc. The situa­
tion is still more difficult becausc of thc prescncc in France of sevcral 
1"i1ousand childrcn dcportcd. with their familics, by the Gcrrnans from 
Polancl. T hese familics have been on the verge of starvation, thc ch ilclren 
vvere deprivcd of selwols and tuition for sevcral years> and they do not 
possess cvcn the minimum of ncccssary clothing. Any help which could 
be provicled m ust firs t satisfy tbcir esscntial nccds. 

a re hiwu m olish Guides in Uganda> 1943 
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We learn that the British Girl Guides Association has offered for those 
chilclrcn sevcral boxcs with clothing. This news has fiJJed us with great 
joy and deep gratitude towarcis the Girl Guides for such truły guide-likc . 
serv1ce. 

In Decembcr, 1944, British members of thc British-Polish Guide and 
Scout Fricnds also collecred different smaJJ things for the use of Polish 
youth in France. Six parcels of uscful things have been sent to Northern 
France. Also the sum of f-50 has been collected forthis purpose. We wish 
to thank wholeheartedly all thosc who contributed. 

Polish Scouts at St. GeO?"ge's Tomb. Polish Scouts in the Mielelle East 
ofTered a votum in the Church in Lidda on the day of St. George, the 
Patron of Scouts. About 300 Scouts and Guides from Palcstine took part in 
this cclebration. They went first to Ramleh, where St. George used to 
livc. A church paracle was held, and eluring the mass the votum was 
hlessecl. Next they went to Lidda to visit St. George's tomb. The votum 
was placcel at the altar in the Patron's chapeL To mcmorise this cclebra­
tion a documcnt was handed over, purporring what follows : 

" In the year nineteen bundred and forty four, on the twcnty third of 
April, on the day of St. George-the Patron of youth and Scouts of thc 
whole world, in the ycar of hcroic struggle of thc Polish nation for inde­
pendence of the Polish State and integrity of its frontiers, the Polish Boy 
Scouts from the Mielelle East offer this votum and pay a deep homagc, on 
bchalf of thc whole Polish Boy Scouts Association, to their celestial Patron 
in Lidcla, in the place wherc he was bom, ·whcre he lived and died. 

With assurance of endeavouring to bring up the youth on Christian 
principlcs, and maintain national chivalrous tradition, 

With the belief that the worlcl's peace may be built up on faith, 
morality, law, and fricndship of youth, based on them." 

"STONES FOR THE RAl\tiPART" 
By J. GORECKI 

This book is not a story ... it is much morc cven than a fine portrayal 
of Polish youth under Nazi rule ... it is> for thc reacler, a journey into thc 
real life of Poland in the war years, the Poland o f so many sorrows; the 
land of a glory built by human courage and transcendant faith ... 

"Stones for the Rampart" tcJJs, with a siroplicity which mir.rors the , 
elear light of truth, the story of a group of boys, a real " band of brothcrs." 
vVe learn how this happy comradeship, born in years of freedom, weldecl 
together with bands of tried and testcel steel these boys growing to man­
hood. We see their motto "Noblessc Oblige" lcading them to paths 
harder than the forest ways of their boyhood, steeper and more dangerous 
than Polancl's mountain heights. We see their young strcngth tested by 
the bruta!ities of Nazi warfare> rising triumphant cvcn to death, fortified 
by the fa1th that 

" He who puts himself under the guardianship of the Lord and 
trusts Him sincerely with his whole heart may boldly say: 'God is 
my defender-I shall have no fear.'" 
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In thcse pagcs we lcarn to know these boys, and thc two leaders 
cspecially- '"' ojtck and Czarny-boys in 1939, men with courage born of 
faith at the end of the story. Clever, sensitive, fuli of that gift for Iiving 
so closely allied with acceptance ofdeath. these boys grow to rcality as we 
read. Out of the shadows of our ignorance we sec how thc Iiving youth of 
Poland fłames like a torch in the dark of war and kindlcs to li fe the embers 
of hope in a desolatc world . ~ow. wc fccl, we knov.• what life in Poland 
means to-day. For the space of the story. our 0\·vn comfortable surround­
ings fade and •.ve livc through thc brief ycars of Czarny's manhood . . . We 
f cel the chili of thc dcscrtcd streets of Warsaw before dawn; our fingers 
arc cold with Czarny's as he draws his finał tortoise-thc " slo ... v down pro­
duction" sign- on thc German poster . . . ' "'c look ovcr our own 
shouldcrs. hcaring with thc boy thc step of thc German policeman- we 
chucklc in boyish triumph over a good job done and thc police outwittcd. 

VVith thesc boys we lcarn thc inward eontroi wh ich mr~y mcan thc 
lives of our fricnds-we know thc stiffening of resistancc to cvil- thc 
tautcning of evcry nerve in the face of danger. 

" Stones for thc R ampart" ... human stoncs, thcsc, thc fincst of 
Poland's sons, bui lding a wall of fortitude, of human couragc and en­
deavour that transcendali imaginings when we rcad , in thc forcword, that 
"at the end of thc story, Wojtek and Czarny wcrc only 23 ... " 

Only 23- and how far is the end of thc story from thc glowing woods 
whcrc thc boys of the Bcech Patro~ bandcd themsC'Ivcs, voluntarily. in 
comradeship and scrvicc. How far from the " long, long thoughts of 
youth" are thc decisitms and expcriences thrust upon thcm by thc impact 
of war. Thc thought comes that these boys might havc bccn our brother~. 
indeed are our brothers. if we ourselves earn the right to such brotherhood. 

We should all read this " T estament of Youth" who bclievc or search 
for belicf in the true brotherhood of man, who work for Frccdom ... 

Through thesc pages. through the short lives of thc boys who havc 
hecorne our fricnds. we know that there is hopefor thc future; that Truth 
and .Justicc arc not mcrc words but Iiving symbols for which mcn die. 
Truth and Justier, won for thc youth of To-morrow by boys likc Wojtek 
and Czarny to-day ... truły. with them we may reprat Slowacki 's " M y 
T estament" : 

N 

" T implorc the Iiving not to losc hopc, 
But. whcn the timc comes, to go to thcir dcath 
Like stones thrown by God 

. " ~n a grcat ca1rn ... 
MuRIEL '"'YNZAR 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

obtaioable through the Book Dcpartment o f the Pol ish Boy Scouts 

and Gir! Guides Associatioo, 17, Ch1ntrey H ouse, Ecclcston Street, 

London, S.W.1. 

SCOUT POSTCARDS Price ls. 6d. 

A serics of six different cards with witty verses, drawn 
by Walen tynowicz. 

CZUWAJ-LOOK FOR FRIENDS Price ls. 6d. 

A summary of British-Polish Boy Scouts' and Girl 
Guides' co-operation during 1940-1943. With photo­
g raphs and map. 

ZUCHY - POLISH WOLF CUBS Price Js. 6d. 

By A. Kaminski, Commissioner for \'V'olf Cubs at the 
Polish Bof Scouts H eadquarters. Polish methods and 
ideas in cubbing. With i llustrations by \'V'. Czarnecki. 

STONES FOR THE RAMPART Price Js. 6d. 

Truc story of two Polish Rovers from the Polish Under­
ground Movement in Warsa,.v, fighting against the Ger­
mans during 1939-1943. With many drawings by 
W. H orowicz. 

T he proceech frolJI the sale of these books and postcards are Jor tbe 

Potish BoJ' Sco11t.r and Gir/ C11ides Relief and Reconslmction Fmul. 
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